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Welcome to this 2011 edition of the Japan Foundation Japanese Studies Survey. This report updates our 2007 survey, which itself 
built upon previous surveys in 2001-2 and 1996-7 conducted in partnership with the Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation.

Since our last surSince our last survey in 2007 there have been some significant developments within the Japanese Studies community here in the UK. 
Shortly after the publication of our last update, the Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation announced a special Grant Programme to 
provide funding for the creation of 13 new teaching and research posts in Japanese Studies in 12 universities around the UK, which 
was a massive boost in response to the sense of crisis felt following the closure of Japanese Studies teaching at Durham and Stirling 
Universities. Also in the time since 2007, the Japan Foundation has also been striving to support staffing levels in Japanese Studies 
ththrough the awarding of Staff Expansion Grants to the University of Sheffield, SOAS, the University of Edinburgh, the University of 
Newcastle and the University of East Anglia.

However, despite these positive steps forward, there still exists cause for concern about the health of Japanese Studies here in the 
UK given the seismic changes that are taking place in the funding of Higher Education institutions. Therefore, part of the purpose of 
this survey is to give an indication of what the situation is before the effects of these changes might start to be felt. Also in 
response to the increasing move towards viewing Higher Education as a market of student choices, we thought it would be useful to 
attempt to include the voice of Japanese Studies student within this survey – please see the Appendix to this document which 
summaries the findings osummaries the findings of the separate Japanese Studies Student Survey Report that we have produced. Generally this report tells a 
very positive story, revealing the deep enthusiasm of Japanese Studies students for their subject, and suggesting that this interest 
goes significantly beyond the much trumpeted lure of popular culture such as Anime and Manga into deeper appreciation of the 
Japanese language and traditional culture.

We hope these findings about the thoughts of students will be of use to everyone in the Japanese Studies community, alongside the 
benefits that will come from updating all of the practical information relating to all of the institutions teaching Japanese Studies that 
helps to preserve the reference function of the website for the survey. This report also tries to give as good a picture as possible 
about student number levels so as to attempt to measure the popularity of studying about Japan, although unfortunately a couple of 
significant problems still remain from the previous survey when trying to draw conclusions in these areas 

1.1. different people at an institution filling in the survey according to different criteria, so that 
therefore any comparison can only be tentative, despite our best efforts to ensure that the information 
provided is consistent with the 2007 survey.
2. difficulty in obtaining responses from all institutions, especially relating to numbers of post-
graduate students.

HHowever, we still believe this update of the survey provides good grounds for saying that student numbers in Japanese Studies have 
been at least stable, if not increasing in the period since 2007. Of course these findings could be improved upon by a more rigorous 
academic study looking to measure the current state of the subject as part of quantifying the value of Japanese Studies for the UK 
as a whole. We hope that this report might serve as a good starting point for consultation with all our partners in the Japanese 
Studies community so as to move in this direction of providing solid evidence-based analysis of the importance of study in this area, 
something something which could prove invaluable in maintaining the future health of the subject in the uncertain future ahead. Therefore we 
welcome your comments and feedback on the following, and hope that you will find plenty to stimulate and interest you as you read.

Takashi Ishida
Director-General, The Japan Foundation, London
August 2011

Introduction



Following the finding of the 2007 survey that student numbers for Japanese Studies either remained consistent or increased 
between 2000 and 2006, this update seeks to ask whether this trend has been maintained since then. This is to be analysed across 
four areas 

–– Firstly, Category A: Students completing a module in Japanese Language or Japanese Studies. We sought to maintain this category 
from the previous survey for the purposes of comparison, although, as previously mentioned, issues remain about the consistency 
of the data provided. Also it cannot be said that this category comprises the ‘total’ picture of student numbers for all Japan-related 
study in higher education because of the way numbers for more focused types of study, such as single or dual honours for example, 
were divided and counted into separate categories in the previous survey. We have sought to check the consistency of the course 
titles for the numbetitles for the numbers provided this time with the figures from 2007 as much as possible, and therefore this category gives as good 
an indication as possible about the level of students taking a module in Japanese Language or Japanese Studies in a way that is 
additional to their core study.

– Secondly, Category B: Students Graduating on Titled Japanese Degree Courses. Therefore this includes Single Honours, Major, Minor, 
Joint, Dual or Combined Undergraduate Degree programmes relating to Japan or Japanese. It is also worth pointing out that since 
this is the number of students graduating in a given year, i.e. just one year out of three or four years, this figure will necessarily be 
of a different order to those in the first category. Again every effort has been made to ensure comparability with the data from 2007.

– Thirdly, Category C: Students Graduating on Single Honours Japanese Studies. 

and

– Fourthly, Category D: Postgraduate Students. 

Student Number Trends



Note: for all raw data tables, where boxes have been left blank this indicates no information was received for this year.
* = numbers/total drawing on Japan Foundation Survey Report on Japanese-Language Education Abroad 2009

Category A: Students completing a module in 
Japanese Language or Japanese Studies



Clearly this graph shows a problem with comparing the results of this survey to the information provided in 2007 for the reasons 
mentioned in the introduction of different people filling in the survey according to different criteria and difficulty in obtaining 
responses. However, drawing on other information obtained by the Japan Foundation for a survey of Japanese Language teaching in 
2009, it is possible to construct the following crude graph that indicates a steady increase in the number of students completing a 
Japan-related module. 

It should be made clear that this ‘It should be made clear that this ‘average’ level graph is not intending to suggest that typically the number of students per 
university is increasing; rather it is seeking to circumvent problems about the consistency of the data provided to the survey so as to 
give an indication of what the overall trend in student numbers might be. 

Number of students 
divided by Number 
of Institutions completing 
survey for that year

Number of students



The leap in numbers between 2006 and 2007 is particularly significant at Newcastle University and Liverpool John Moores University, 
although consistent with their reports of the growth in popularity of Japanese Studies there, which of course is to be welcomed.  

Category B: Students Graduating on 
Titled Japanese Degree Courses



These graphs suggest a continued increase in the level of students graduating on titled Japanese Degree courses, with the creation 
of an ‘average’ level suggesting that the overall situation may have been healthier than indicated by the 2007 survey. Again, we are 
not trying to imply that the average size of courses has increased since 2007, rather trying to find a useful means to balance out 
inconsistencies in the data provided and the level of response to the survey. 

Number of students 
divided by Number 
of Institutions completing 
survey for that year

Number of students



It is important to point out for this category that there is a significant increase in numbers about to occur due to the new Single 
Honours Japanese Studies course at Manchester – they are expecting 35 students to graduate in 2012, 45 in 2013 and 55 in 2014.



The level of responses about Post-Graduate student numbers was particularly patchy in this round of updating the survey, but it is 
possible to infer a situation that is at least stable, if not increasing.



Once again, these ‘average level’ graphs are not suggesting that the size of post-graduate cohorts is increasing across all 
universities, but rather trying to discern a trend despite the inconsistent nature of the data provided. However, particularly in this 
case with a very small sample size, the strength of conclusions based on this information should be regarded as somewhat tenuous.



Summary Statement: 
Therefore, on the basis of this data and analysis shown above, it is possible to make the following statements about trends in 
Student Numbers for Japanese Studies.

Category A: Students completing a module in Japanese Language or Japanese Studies - continuing increase from 2007.
Category B: Students Graduating on Titled Japanese Degree Courses – continuing increase from 2007
Category C: Students Graduating on Single Honours Japanese Studies – continuing increase from 2007.
CatCategory D: Postgraduate Students – at least stable, if not continuing increase from 2007.



Building on the continuous analysis of the relationships of 11 UK Universities with Japanese institutions in the 2001/02 and 2006/07 
surveys, it is possible to say that there has been continued increase in the number of these links. We have received information 
about 18 new institutional links between the UK and Japan since the last survey, not including the huge effort at the University of 
Manchester establishing ties with 17 Japanese Universities as part of the growth of their Single Honours Japanese Studies course – 
please see Appendix 4 for a full list of these links.

Within the surWithin the survey, we ask the institutions to highlight any particular challenges they might be facing. Responses this time can be 
summarised into the following categories

- problems with lack of staff/teaching hours (Imperial College London, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Reading)
- concern about the national funding picture, both specifically for Japanese Studies and more generally (Leeds, Sheffield)
- funding for graduate students (Oxford)
- struggle to get sufficient student numbers to make courses sustainable (Bath, Exeter) 

As pAs previously referred to, in 2009 the Japan Foundation conducted a worldwide study of Japanese-Language Education. In terms of 
the UK, this survey showed that there had been total increases across all areas of education compared to previous levels recorded in 
2006.

Further encouraging news about Japanese language learning in the UK comes from data published by the National Centre for 
Languages, which suggests that exam entries for GCSE Japanese have more than doubled between 2001 and 2009 at the same time 
as total Modern Languages exam entry has almost halved. Levels of entry for Japanese at AS and A Level have remained relatively 
stable in this time.

TTherefore it is possible to suggest that these positive trends support the conclusions of this Institutional Survey, both in terms of the 
total picture provided by the Japanese-Language Education Abroad Report, and the idea of increased take-up of Japanese at school 
level then beginning to feed in to Higher Education.

Institutional Links

Outstanding Problems

Japan Foundation Survey Report on Japanese-Language Education Abroad 
2009 and National Centre for Languages Statistics



In welcoming further comments and consultation on this report, we would like to conclude by identifying some further questions for 
investigation.

- now that the nature of the coming changes to Higher Education funding are starting to be confirmed, it will be important to monitor 
the effects these will have for the subject of Japanese Studies. For example, will the simple fact of increased tuition fees for 
students disproportionately discourage students from the 4-year course that is required for Japanese Studies compared to other 
courses that are completed in 3 years?

-- in this new financial environment, what should be the corresponding changes in the role of funding bodies such as the Japan 
Foundation and other partners in the Japanese Studies community? Should there be co-ordination of resources and collective 
discussion and agreement about what might be the most important areas to prioritize? 

- what will be the impact of the forthcoming Research Excellence Framework assessment in 2014 on Japanese Studies? Will the new 
system in place for this exercise discriminate against a smaller specialist subject such as Japanese Studies as some within the 
community have feared, and what measures can we take together to counter this if so?

-- what is or should be the relationship between Japanese Studies as an Area Studies subject and the study of Japan within other 
academic disciplines? Would moving the study of Japan into diverse disciplinary areas help to insulate the subject from future 
funding uncertainty, or might this risk an undesirable dilution of the subject with accompanying worries about providing the 
necessary levels of language training required for high standards of research?

-- what is the current environment for post-graduates in Japanese Studies in the UK, and are suitable measures for career 
development in place so as to provide the next generation of Japanese Studies researchers? To what extent is the potential  
employability of the current generation of post-graduate students working on Japan dependent on establishing the future viability 
of the field of Japanese Studies?

- how is it possible to establish and measure the value of the national interest for the UK in maintaining an academic body of 
knowledge about Japan? 

-- how does the situation of Japanese Studies in the UK compare with similar countries such as in Europe or other Anglophone 
countries? What lessons can be learned from looking at these experiences in other countries, and what potential is there to benefit 
from what might be unique about the UK?

We would welcome your contribution on these questions and any response you may have to this report as a whole. Please contact 
Neil Cantwell, either by e-mail neil.cantwell@jpf.org.uk or by calling 020 7436 6695 to express your opinion.

Conclusion





Below are a selection from the ‘concluding remarks’ from our Japanese Studies Student Survey UK (available to download on our 
website www.jpf.org.uk, or please contact Neil Cantwell either by e-mail neil.cantwell@jpf.org.uk or by calling 020 7436 6695 to be 
sent a copy). The survey was based on 260 responses, with a couple of eye-catching statistics being 

- in response to the question ‘How would you find the idea of a Japanese Studies course that didn’t include study of the Japanese 
Language?’ 35% said ‘not appealing’ and 49% said ‘not appealing at all’, therefore a very signifcant majority against the idea.

- in - in response to the question ‘How significant do you think your Japanese Studies degree will be in your future career choices?’ 42% 
said ‘Very significant’ and 41% said ‘Significant’, which again is a sizable majority indicating that they believe their choice of a 
Japanese Studies degree will have important consequences for their subsequent employment.

Some more general conclusions from the survey were:

-- the much-celebrated ‘Pop Culture’ mediums of Anime and Manga are the most popular hooks for getting respondents interested in 
Japan initially, but it seems that over time their interest broadens…It is probably worth stressing that the Japanese Language and 
Traditional Culture register more interest than Popular Culture.

-- Also on the point of Anime and Manga being the first initial hook, it is perhaps worth asking whether the same density of material 
is as accessible to children in this country now as it was for the generation of respondents returning this survey. For example, in the 
realm of children’s cartoons, where previously there may have been a deluge of animated material originating from Japan, now this 
space may well have been filled by imitation programmes made elsewhere, and therefore not offering the same invitation to become 
interested in Japanese culture.

-- The number of students studying Japanese independently before University seems to be significantly large, but then again, 
perhaps also is the even larger proportion who have done no study of Japanese before. It will be interesting to analyse this situation 
in future years, with the rise in the teaching of Japanese in UK schools hopefully filtering through to the next generation of Japanese 
Studies University Students.

- There seems to be a clear preference for ‘watching’ type activities over ‘reading’ type activities in terms of ways students practice 
Japanese outside of their University courses.

-- From student’s comments, some attractive selling points for the subject of Japanese Studies would appear to be

  - Do something different
  - Spend a year in Japan!
  - Experience the satisfaction of overcoming a challenge
  - Broaden your horizons
  - Gain access to another culture
  - Enjoy a wide-range of multi-disciplinary study
    - Learn and make friends easily in a small class

Appendix 1 - Japanese Studies Student Survey









Appendix 4 - Links with Japanese Institutions 







For more information about Japan Foundation Japanese Studies Support Programmes, please visit

www.jpf.org.uk/japanesestudies

or contact Neil Cantwell  
T: 020 7436 6695 E: neil.cantwell@jpf.org.uk 


