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Programme

12:00¢ 12:30  Arrival and registration

12:30¢ 12:35 Welcome Speech: Margakatorj Director
General, Japan Foundation London

12:35¢ 12:40  Introduction to Programme: Anne Rajakumar,
JLC, Master of Ceremonies

12:40¢ 13:00 Speeches from Key Stage 3 Finalists

13:00¢ 13:15 Interval Shakuhachi

13:15¢ 13:40 fS_pel_eches; from Key Stage 4&5@€SE
inalists

13:40¢ 14:00 Interval

14:00¢ 14:05 Presentation on the Japanese Speech
Awards: Yasuhikomemurg JSA

14:05¢ 14:55 fS_peleches from Key Stage 4&5 pGEISE
inalists

14:55¢ 15:15 Interval (Radio Exercise

15:15¢ 15:20 Comments by Chair of Judges

15:20¢ 15:40  Prize giving ceremony

15:40¢ 15:45  Closing Speech: Hirodkakura,
Embassy of Japan

15:45¢ 16:30 Refreshments

16:30 Close

Judges

Mary-Grace Browning (Chair) is a teacher of JapaneseShecurrently works in

both maintainedand private schoolsand preparespupils for the GCSEnd AS
examinations Shehasbeen involvedwith Japanesdanguageteachingfor over
40 yearsand hasa particularinterest in teachingcommunicationskillsto allow
Britishand Japanesegoungpeopleto form lastingfriendships

Hiroshi Itakura (All categories) is the Counsellorat the Embassyf Japanin the

UK he hasbeenresponsiblefor Educationand SportsinceAugust2015 Priorto

his currentappointment,he mainlyworked on primaryand secondaryeducation
related matters for the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Scienceand
Technology(MEXT)n Japansince1999 He hasa BAin Lawfrom Hitotsubashi
Universityin Japaranda MA in PublicPolicyfrom NationalGraduatelnstitute for

PolicyStudiegGRIPSh Japan

Makoto Netsu (All categories) hasworked on teachertraining programmesat

the JapanC 2 dzy R | Japkresa@riguagenstitute, Urawain Japanfrom 1995

Duringtheseyearshe workedat the JapanFoundationSydneyand KualaLumpur
asaJapaneséanguagé\dvisor Currentlyhe is ChiefJapanesé.anguagé\dvisor
for the JaparFoundationLondon

Yasuhiko Umemura (KS4&5 Post-GCSE category) is the representativeof the
Japanesé&peechAward (JSA)n London He hasbeensupportingthe JSAspeech
contest in London since 2008 In addition, he is Manager of JOBA(Japan
OverseasBridging Academy) International London, a private supplementary
schoolfor Japanesestudentslivingin the UK

Kaoru Umezawa (All categories) isalecturerin Japanesat the Universityof East
Anglia(UEA) Amongsther teachingis the speechand debate classfor final year
Japanesestudents and she organisesthe annual in-campus"Nikkei Telecom
SpeechContest" Beforecomingto UEA shetaught at severalhighereducation
institutionsin the UK Shealsotaught at the Universityof Icelandfor eightyears,
wheresheintroducedand organisedtheir annualspeechcontest

Marina Sereda-Linley (KS3, KS4&5 Pre-GCSE category) is a Japanesdanguage
tutor at Luton Sixth Form Collegeand the current vice-chair of the BATJShe
receivedher Master and Doctor degreesin JapaneseApplied Linguisticsfrom

OsakaUniversity of ForeignStudiesand OsakaUniversity, Japan,respectively,
and has been actively contributing to research into and the application
of DifferentiatedInstructionin Japanese

Key Stage 3 Category: My Ideal Day

Hari Issuree (Year 9)
Dartford Grammar School
Hello everyone. | am 14 years old, and | like basketball ar
tennis as well as cats). In my ideal day, | will go to Japan
with family. | will ride the cat train (can take pets on the ca
train), drink green tea, buy stationary and eat noodles. | w
go swimming in the sea, visit Mt. Fuyji, look at Sakura
lossom in the park and go to winter festival. Then_| will
NB U dz2NYy K2YS 32 02 Yé O0O2dz
games. That is my ideal day. Thank you everyone

Gwen Jones (Year 9)

Cheney School

Hello, my name is Gwen. | am 14, and | am in year nine a
Cheney School. | live in Oxford with my family. | like to_
cosplay, watch Japanese films, read books, and play vide
games. Mydeal day would be a trip to Lond@omicon

with my friends. | would wear my Nora Valkyrie cosplay; s
is my favourite anime character. | would like to have my
photo taken with a celebrity. For lunch we would go to a
Japanese restaurant, and afterwards we would enter a
cosplay competition, which we would win! We would stay
at the most expensive hotel in London.

Adrian Manickarajah (Year 9)
Dartford Grammar School
In this speech, | will talk about the regular things that |
would like to do on my perfect day. To begin with, | will tal
about regular things, such as the weather, but then | will
talk about the places that | would like to visit (one of them
is Japan). | also make some direct comparisons between
scenery In England and in Japan, about the beagifilkiura
or cherry blossom trees. | will also say about how
like to play a traditional Japanesegame when'l am at hon
and on my ideal day, | will succee

Skye Simpson (Year 8)

West Coventry Academy

When | was in primary school, | read a book about Samur
and since then | have admired their way of life and
discipline. | feel Samurai are very interesting and that a lo
could be learned from them. Samurai inspire me to study
Japanese. On my ideal day, | would want to live as a sam
in the mountains of Japan. As a samurai, | would take pa
in all of their daily activities and live as they do, but most
|mf)ortantll\Y of all, | would learn and practise the spirit of
{FYdNFAZ W. dzZaKAR2DQ

Scarlett Surridge (Year 7)

Sharnbrool@cadem¥

My perfect day would be sleepingin and wakingup to a
specialbreakfast,followed by spendingtime with my best
friends (Hanaand Lamig, a journeyto the shoppingcentre
and eating my favourite dish out, with my friends, at my
favourite Japaneserestaurant After returning home, |

would play with my cheeky, handsome, pointy-eared,
brown ocr), Heis very funny becausehe barksa lot. But he

is probably the worst guard dog in the world becausehe

almost never barks at burglars We fall asleep snuggled
togetheron my bed at the end of a brilliant day.

Emma Troman (Year 9)
HockenllAngIo—European Collelge
Havingintroducedmyself,| shalltalk about my dreamday. |

Kanako Ukai (Interlocutor) has been an Assistant Japanese Language Advisor ajyould like to spendtlme In summerin Japan | would read
Japan Foundation London since 2016, promoting Japanese language educatiopiiirry Potter, eat breakfastwith my family then goto a cafe

the UK. Shéas taught all age groups in America, Thailand, Moldova and Japanywyijth my friends Next, | would like to stud
since 2007 and obtained an MA in Applied linguistics at Institute of Education,

University College Londan 2015

Nihongo Cup Coordinators

Sachiko Yamaguchi (Aquinas College)

Suzuko Anai

Master of Ceremonies

Anne Rajakumar (Hockerill Anglo-European College)

: Japanese,
gLeograph nd history. In the future, | want to be a linguist
therefore I must study foreignlanguage My dreamlunchis
sushi | would like to cookbut my cheekysisterR 2 S diké Q
cooking | would like to study sushi making, then play
baseballandtable tennis If possible for dinner, | would like
to eat Japaneséood.



Key Stage 4&5 Pre-GCSE Category

Chimere Akika (Year 10) West Coventry Academy
Greek mythology and

what it has taught me

Imagine a time where little is known about the world around
us anddga sinour kno_wledfge filled with tales passed around
by word of mouth; stories of heroic fetes, bravery, and
mischief dominating the mind. Cultures like that have always
fascinated me, with Greek mythology particularly enthralling
me with its tales of love, hate and war. With the help of
books and videos I've learned more about these ancient
folktales and am still constantly seeking out new information;
so much so that | have decided that in the future | will study
archaeology where | hope to add to the pegisting

knowledge of Greek culture that we have now.

Timi Akinsola (Year 12) Bexley Grammar School

Let's become a global citizen!
Japan is renowned for its beautiful scenery, rich culture and,
most notably, its incredibly polite population. However, no
country is without fault, and Japan is unfortunately no
exception, being known as one of the least accepting
countries to immigrants and_foreign citizens in the warld.
al StQa 6S0O2YS Jt 201l ¢
roots of xenophobia that can be found within Japanese
culture as a result of their tense histo(rjy with foreign
countries, and uses these points to advocate peace and
equality, all from the unconventional viewpoint of a
Japanesespeaking British Nigerian

Yii-Ling Deng (Year 10) Newstead Wood School
o My dream, my future _ ;
LQ@YS |togléda ¢62YRSNBR gKI U
my visit to Japan and staying at two host families in
Kanagawa and Tottori, as well as attending schaool there, |
YIRS YSY2NRASa LQfft S
Culture even more. Ever since | was little, | wanted to be a
teacher. Yet following my visit, now | would like to experience
being an English teacher in Japan, especially after hearing
about the Jet Programme. In the future, | hope to studP/ law
in Japan. My favourite thing about Japan is undoubtedly
anime, and hopefully in the near future | can watch anime
without English subtitles

Kiara Desai (Year 10) North London Collegiate School

Are foreign languages difficult?
Ay I
0S U2
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a language learner, discussing things from failed school
exchanges to trylng to turn watchlr\}g Japanese TV._into
WaudzRéAydQao Ly Yeé &aLISSOK L
used to improve at learning foreign Ian%uag_es, specifically
spoken language and | hope that after hearing my speech you
will have some new tips to help develop your Japanese, or
any other languages you may choose to pursue in the future

Maryam Jaama (Year 11) Greenford High School
The Real Meaning of History

History has many meanings. Often some stories in History can

be misunderstood or hidden. Because of these
misunderstandings, we should try to find the whole story
before we make_ a judgement. Christgpher CoJumbus is a
Bl d SEI YL 0SOldzAS UKS
Stories of war are often hidden and Japan knows this as well.
After the war, timeg were_hard and a very sad movie called

OA U Al Sy deéhsions ahdrsacialic@re akBngr&akird
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one, or five in'my case. | look back on my own experiences as (onse

a draus

Key Stage 4&5 Post-GCSE Category

Anthony Cho (Year 12) Harrow School

~ Regarding Cicadas . L
¢ KS Ligexistigd@ Wt A1 Sya uUKS
to that of rain. Extremely descriptive and somewhat
melancholic, the phrase prompted my interests in the
inspiring and difficult life of cicadas. The song of cicadas, t
manifestation of summer for many, can often be of
annoyance. However, one has to realize that these creatul
from birth and during their years underground, is constantl|
under the threat of predators. Yet, what awaits them when
they finally emerge is truly tragic. A female can only mate
once in their lifetime but male multiple times. The populatic
count is around the same meaning that 37% of males die
without mating

a 2 d:

Ethan Madsen (Year 12) Westminster School

Japan's Shrinking Population .
WL LI yQa LJ2LddzZ FuAZ2Zy Aa | 3IASA
range of economic and other difficulties. The low birth rate
and high life expectancy mean that the proportion of the
population that is working age is at-éiline low. Lack of
workers is affecting many businesses, and the rising costs
] gavesrisnend €I |
ever higher levels. In my talk, | also look at some of the
innovative ways in which these problems are being
addressed in Japan

Kei See (Year 13) Hockerill Anglo-European College
The Shlnsen%um|and Frogs _ | .
wi FNR3 )\\3/ - St Ot%)f%ij O
oSttt Sy2dzakK 0KS RA alsan m?sf 22
|

Tokugawa military government that fought against the Mei
Restoration and were considered traitors after their defeat.

BSNJ T 2 NEHSwever, ly the Shbvi 8ra Nstoriah<2h@dSegwi-td_blolg™

them in better regard, for their loyalty, determination an
embodiment of the principles of dza K To&aly the
Shinsengumihave been embraced by pop culture and are
one of the bestknown military regiments in history. So how
should we judge them

Aidan Shaw (Year 9) The Heath School
) ) My ideal day o

This speech is about my kfeng dream to visit Japan, )

orttaée_d inpa sm%le, perfect dﬁ{\g@lt contains the_mamﬁlthm

likeRid db &Nkl Sedzsuchal stay b o BagditivizaNEA

 (RylokArg, devedaSudl JapandssShotisiSing
ser) experience, and visit the many locations in Japan,
which are bursting with culture, history, and personality.
Some places which fit this description for me Ktgnouzan
U uLBhrn ity ShizdRa PrefEctire, YaRgoukrfiZRra
Garden in Kyoto

Tsz Kwan Cynthia Yu (Year 12) Queenswood School

. Trip to Shirakawa-go o )
Shirakawago ¢ the sixth registered herlta%l(\a/ site in Japda
famous for its unique hand crafted roof. When | visited
Shirakawago last year. | was surprised by the fact that the
villagers were still keeping up their traditions even to the
present day, which had a great impact on me. | was amaz
that the eoRIe ofShirakawago always gather and cooperat
with each other to mend the broken roof. | believe that the

a (i pidé of Helpigy@dch athérSs indispanSabld, espEciSNAS |

modern society, and it is something that we should all lear
from and cherish

GCANBFEASAE FNRY (GKS ¢2Yoé Grfla loz2dzi GKS 6FNIIFYR K2g |
siblings tried to survive in the hard times. This speech is to . Z\Igl ZhaoléYgar 10) Roedean School _ L
aKzZg Kz2g az2zy¥YS LI Nha 2 K)\éUZI\# F NBY QU I a 0 K&séba wi® 836 there

or me

Sam Lam (Year 11) Whitgift School

) Fantastic wagyu!!
My speech is about the perks of the Japanese bred beef
called wagyu, and my first hand experiences with wagyu.
Wagyu can truly be considered pearls of both Japanese
cuisine and culture as these cows not only contribute to
WI LIy Qrenowr@d\idoRidentity but they are also
widely used for farmlngtpurposes. In my speech, | will also

talk about the imparts of wagyu to London and our increasing
oAt AGE G2 o0dze U Nd&videdihgd é dz

appeal in the West.

Last Christmas, a tragedy occurred: My beloved Xiagbai
passed awayBecausef his death, | began to recall
memaories of the ten years that we spent together. | always
thought that we would be together forever but | became
sadder, as | saw him_gradually g,ettm_g older. He is not m{
w2yt éQ 2ySs o0dzu 2N KAYZX
sadness over his death, | still know that he has never left. |
has just changed his form and is now supporting me in the
format of this sBeech. A

Fa LI NI 2F WFLIFyQa SOSNJI
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@ JAPAN CENTRE
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EVERYTHING
JAPANESE

UNDER ONE ROOF

VISIT US ON YOUR SCHOOL TRIP

The Japanese Speech
Awards (JSA)

Since 1995, the winner of

the Nihongo Cup's Key

Stage 5 category has
been offered the

opportunity to travel to

Japan to participate in the Japanese Speech
Awards Finals and Cultural Programme,

described in detail below.

The JSA Programme is organised by the non-profit

ip Group (EGG),together

with the Japanese Speech Award (JSA) Planning Committee.

The Japanese Speech Contest Planning Committee launched
the Programme in 1995, inviting 8 high school students
from 5 different countries to participate. The Programme
aims to promote intercultural awareness by giving students
the opportunity to form friendships which transcend
geographical boundaries, and in this way to further their
understanding of international relations.
Our mission is to imagine change, to create something different,
something better - to deliver smarter ways to work. This year's JSA will invite foes o

15 different countries to Japan from 25th July to 6th August.
For nearly 80 years we've been transforming the way people

work with breakthrough technologies, products and solutions
that help businesses grow. And with our drive for innovation,
creativity and ingenuity, we'll continue to help you create a
blueprint for success.

The programme consists of three different elements:

The Japanese Speech Contest
for High School Students

ricoh.co.uk Participants are asked to deliver a speech on a theme of
their choice, which can be the same as the one made at the
Nihongo Cup. Prizes are awarded on the basis of
assessments from both the judges and the audience and

the JSA Exchange Party takes place afterwards.

35b Panton Street London SW1Y 4EA
www.japancentre.com

Intercultural Exchange Programme
This is a 10-day programme during which JSA participants
are joined by Japanese high school and university students,
who teach them about Japanese culture and traditions

through joint activities.

Japanese Language Workshop

This one-day is designed to

participants to use Japanese and is aimed at strengthening

motivation to learn the language.

Thank vou' For further information about the Japanese Speech Awards
.

and Intercultural Programme, please contact

a ‘I b‘ c 5 c’ ﬁ‘ \# a ., JSA's London representative Yoshinori Kimura
JP BOOKS "

Bridging the UK and Japan is our Jom

business as a Japanese language AR A
materials specialist. 4

JP BOOKS (IPT Europe Ltd) is delighted

to support the Nihongo Cup

and believes that this event TOSH|BA »

brings our countries closer Leading Innovation *2> " U = .
together. Toshiba Air Conditioning ...cx
JP BOOKS (JPT EUROPE LTD)

A global leader in high efficiency, high performance air conditioning systems, our award-winning systems
24-25 Denman Street, London g g Y, AR 0 o R32

provide a comfortable, high productivity environment in residential, offices, shops, hotels, healthcare,
W1D 7HU universities and leisure centres.
Tel : 020-7839-4839 Our new R32 range supports this commitment by providing an equal level of comfort cooling but with lower
Fax : 020-7287-0903 energy consumption and reduced Global Warming Potential.
E R ol k Our commitment to protecting the environment is also demonstrated by Toshiba i
mail: in .0@ |PROOKS.CO.U becoming the first air conditioning manufacturer in the UK (2012) to be officially J—
WWW.|P books.co.uk recognised as a CarbonNeutral® divison. \
Online Shop : www.shop.jpbooks.co.uk With a strong belief in training and apprenticeships we will once again be main sponsor . = .
Opeaning Hours of Skillfridge. Seos: ——
Mon - Sat 10:30 - 20:00 ERHERIDE ’
Sun 11:00 - 18 ‘@‘ o

Nihongo Cup Japanese Speech Contest is organised by the Japanese Language Committee of the Association for Languagihedapag Foundation.

Japanese Language Committee Nihongo Cup Organisers
AnneRajakumafHockerillAnglo9 dzNB LISy / 2t € S3S0x { I OKA12 ,FYlI3dzOKA o! ljdaAyl a /2tftS3S
(Greenford High School), Yuko Leece (Holbrook Primary School), Yuka Mulsgacs#lockerillAngloEuropean College)



