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The glorification of Serial Killers

People have always had a morbid fascination in serial killers and True crime. A myriad of movies, shows and
documentaries are based on real-life true crime stories, or inspired by one. The growing interest in this gory
topic has brought to life the eerie “Serial Killer glorification” phenomenon. Everybody has heard about Ted
Bundy, Jeffery Dahmer and Richard Ramirez at one point in their life and about the heinous, despicable crimes
they have committed. However, nobody seems to know the name of their victims; who they were and what
kind of people they used to be, despite the fact that they are the ones we should be remembering. In my
speech, | am going to talk about issues that arise from this dangerous obsession of serial killers. For example, a
common problem with today’s True Crime shows is that they are told from the point of view of the serial killer,
leading to the victims being cast aside in their own story and some viewers sympathizing with the killers.

People have become so desensitised to gore and brutality that they fail to remember that these are real
people. Their lives were completely ruined by a twisted individual, and many people treat these cases as
actual entertainment. | want to talk about this subject and remind people that the actions of such killers can
be understandable in some cases, but they are not excusable, and that the ones we should be remembering
are the victims, not the perpetrators.
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Japan and Autism — how can we make a good environment?

When | was 18 years old, | wanted an autism diagnosis. Why? At that time, | was having issues like conflict
with my friends and feeling anxious about the future, just experiencing one of the worst periods of my life. |
thought a lot about myself and wondered “Why have | had these problems throughout my life?” And every
time | researched it on the internet, one word kept coming up. That word was autism.

Three months passed and | received my diagnosis. The reason | sought one was because | wanted an answer
to my life’s questions. | was looking for an answer to why | behaved in a certain way. However, when the
diagnosis came, | felt ashamed, because at that time the only things | knew about autism were negative, for
example | held the prejudice that we cannot have normal human interaction and cannot work a job or
experience romantic relationships. So, in order to destroy that prejudice that | held about myself, | was
determined to dismantle the prejudice that the world held about autistic people.

‘What | can do’ differs from person to person, so | searched for the things that | could do. At that time, | spent
a year in Japan. It was the first time | had lived away from my parents, so | experienced many hardships.
However, thanks to Japan | was able to overcome the things | could not do due to autism, and discovered the
things | could do thanks to autism, in other words — my strengths.

This speech is a manifesto for the rights, progress, and wellbeing of autistic people. | want people who have
been diagnosed with autism or seeking a diagnosis to realize the things they can do, rather than what they
cannot do. And, because | adore Japan, and because | want to live in Japan, | want to try to propose to Japan
how they can make a good environment for autistic people.
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The Japanese Sense of Nature as Contributing to Sustainable Development

When | spent time in Kyoto, | was impressed by the divine beauty of the high mountains and dense forests
that surrounded me. | wondered if the Japanese people felt the same way | did. With this motivation in mind, |
started to explore the Japanese sense of nature. The term sense of nature refers to the way people think
about nature (Droz et al. 2022). Yet, for me, the sense of nature also refers to the feelings people have
towards nature and their ideal relationship with it.

As | continued studying Japan, | discovered that unlike other cultures, like Chinese culture and capitalist
culture, which contain metaphors for human superiority and dominance over nature, the Japanese sense of
nature is characterised by respect for nature and the pursuit of harmony between human beings and nature.
Of course, contemporary Japan is also an integral part of capitalist culture, but | believe that the attachment
to and awe of nature that is deeply rooted in Japanese culture has not changed.

Therefore, in my speech, | would like to discuss the beauty of the Japanese sense of nature and the role it can
play in achieving sustainable development.

Our generation is facing an unprecedented crisis. Ecological problems, such as global warming and abnormal
weather conditions, are having a negative impact on the survival of our civilization and the prosperity of
society. But isn't the root cause of the problem that we, in our pursuit of material prosperity and economic
development since the industrial revolution, are mistaken in our belief that nature is something we can
control? Inthis case, | would like to advocate that it is the traditional Japanese view of nature that respects
the symbiosis between humankind and nature that needs to be rethought and more widely applied globally, in
order to realise sustainable development.
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Considering the co-existence of individualism and collectivism in Japanese society through hobbies

Everyone has hobbies; what, then, can we learn about society from them? This speech aims to answer this
question in the context of modern Japanese society.

Among that which can be learned about society through hobbies, | find individualism and collectivism to be of
particular interest. These two concepts can be applied to any society, and are as such surrounded by various
stereotypes in many countries; in the case of Japan, the idea that Japan is a collectivist society is deep-rooted,
both within and outside Japan. However, the reality is not quite as simple. According to various research,
Japan can be considered to be in the process of growing more individualistic.

This is not to say that there is no reasoning behind stereotyping Japan as a collectivist society. Many Japanese
people do indeed function as part of a collective in various public situations; however, they also seek
opportunities to express their individuality, and one method of doing so is to possess a hobby. Accordingly,
Japanese people partake in hobbies as a means of escaping a daily life in which they function as a collective,
and this can be considered a means of realising the co-existence of individualism and collectivism in modern
Japan. The itabag, seen only in certain contexts, offers an example of this.

Conversely, though hobbies are a manifestation of a person’s individuality, collectivism can still be considered
to exist within them. Japanese concerts, wherein audience members co-ordinate their clothing and actions,
form an example of this; however, by also applying the example of concerts to the United Kingdom, which is
considered individualistic, the co-existence of individualism and collectivism in Japan can be made even more
apparent.

In this manner, | will discuss the co-existence of individualism and collectivism in Japan, as seen through
hobbies and based on my own experiences.
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The condition of migrant workers in Japan

We live in an ever diversifying, globalised world. One effect of this is the large number of people who now live
in countries different to those in which they were born. Leaving one’s homeland in search of a better life is the
basis for migrant labourers’ existence.

As the child of a Bangladeshi immigrant, | understand the struggles that come along with migrant life.
Differences in language, customs and cultural background can often lead to prejudices surrounding migrant
labourers, who are widely recognised as a vulnerable social group. | hope to examine how we can improve the
inclusion of migrant labourers in society.

In the recent Qatar World Cup, the lives of countless migrant labourers were lost due to inhumane working
conditions. As such, debate surrounding migrant labour has increased, and questions such as how to prevent
these tragedies from occurring are increasingly relevant.

Further, | will examine the role that migrant labour will play in the future of Japan, a country suffering from
an ageing population and labour shortage.



